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What is a Rain Garden? 

 Landscaped areas planted to wild flowers and 
other native plants that soak up rain water. It is 
designed to absorb rainwater runoff  from urban 
areas like roofs, driveways, walkways, and 
compacted lawn areas.  



 The garden reduces rain runoff  by allowing storm 
water to soak into the ground (as opposed to 
flowing into storm drains and surface waters which 
causes erosion, water pollution, flooding, and 
diminished groundwater).  



Native plants are recommended for rain 
gardens because they generally don't 
require fertilizer and are more tolerant of  
one's local climate, soil, and water 
conditions  



Why are Rain Gardens important? 

•  Mimics natural systems  
•  Increasing the amount of  water that filters into the ground, which 

recharges local and regional aquifers  
•  Helping protect communities from flooding and drainage problems  
•  Helping protect streams and lakes from pollutants carried by urban 

storm water – lawn fertilizers and pesticides, oil and other fluids that 
leak from cars, and numerous harmful substances that wash off  roofs 
and paved areas  

•  Will help economically (cheaper then regular gardens because of  native 
plants, and helps prevent expensive damage cause by flooding)  

•  Providing valuable habitat for birds, butterflies and many beneficial 
insects  



Questions concerning the Rain 
Garden 

•  Does a rain garden form a pond? 
No. The rainwater will soak in so the rain garden is dry between rainfalls. 
•  Is a breeding ground for mosquitoes?  
No. Mosquitoes need 7 to 12 days to lay and hatch eggs; the standing 

water in the rain garden will last for a few hours after most storms  
•  Does it require a lot of  maintenance? 
Can be maintained with little effort after the plants are established. Some 

weeding and watering will be needed in the first two years, and perhaps 
some thinning in later years as the plants mature.   

•  Is it expensive?  
The only expense is purchasing the plants unless there are native plants 

elsewhere that can be re-planted.  



The garden may look 
flooded and muddy 

But after rainfall the ground 
absorbs the water and the soil 
becomes firm and moist 












